Parent Bulletin
23rd October 2020
Thought for the week: Our Environment
Word of the week: Taxonomy - noun - the practice and science of classi ication of things or concepts,
including the reasons why we classify the way that we do. From the Greek “taxis” meaning
“arrangement” and “nomia” meaning “law”
Book of the week: A Good Day for Climbing Trees by Jaco Jacobs
Dear Families,
It’s been great to see our con irmed Year 11 prefects sporting their new badges this week! Well done
and congratulations to Cole Ashwood, Jarad Baker, Harriet Barkaway, Logan Barnes, Abigail Bessant, Jonah
Bharat, Alexandra Buckland, Daisy Bullen, Imogen Butler, Alana Christmas, Carina Davison, Amelia
Dorward, Alice Fellows, Sasha Fleet, Bethany Forshaw, Kate Freel, Lily Groves, James Harold, Thomas
Harris, Joss Hawkins, Tom Jarman, Naomi
Jenkins, Chloe Kay, Amy Lambrechts, George Lovell, Lauren
Main, Matthew Mason, Boris McCormick, Nikhila Moolgaoker, Rachel Morgan, Nick Park, Bethany Price,
Amuna Ramanan, Chloe Reitano, Millie Sinclair, Tanzie Smith, Samantha Smith, AliceSweeney, Mim Taylor,
Caoimhe Thomas, Poppy Tristram, Charlie Varney, Tilly Wake, Lie Walters, Darcy Weir, Lois Wilkinson,
Amelia Witting and Archie Youngs.
As mentioned last week, we will be installing tents in the front quad for the bene it of Year 9 so that they
have more outdoor covered space. Tents will be delivered and put up during the break so that they are
ready for our November return.
Staying with thoughts about winter and inclement weather, we would like to remind everyone that
students will be needing to wear additional layers underneath their school uniforms in order to stay warm
after the half term break. This can include t-shirts, sports warm-wear and/or thermal clothes. Currently
the government’s advice and guidance is that good ventilation has an important role to play in reducing the
risks of Covid-19 spreading. As mentioned to you in earlier bulletins, we are worried about wasting the
warmth from our heating system. At the same time, we can see that being able to keep classroom windows
open, external doors propped open etc. to help the fresh air dispel droplets from people’s breath aerosols
is still going to be an important safety factor in the weeks ahead. So warm clothes and coats are going to be
essential after the break.
Coats are allowed at Robert May’s School! We have noticed a number of students coming into school
without coats, and some who are wearing hoodies, denims or sweatshirts over their uniform. Hoodies,
denims and sweatshirts have never been permitted on the school site, and so we are reaching out to all
parents to ask that all students have a coat to wear into school from the start of next half-term. Ideally
these should be a dark colour and should not carry any slogans or inappropriate phrases. Good examples
can be found at major retailers online, ranging between £12.99 and £19.99. We accept that sports-style
zipped leece jackets can be worn in school instead of hoodies/denims/sweatshirts, please. RMS PTFA has
the school’s sports micro leece for sale and this also would be acceptable
https://www.rmspta.co.uk/product/cuatro-micro- leece-top-2/

As the daylight saving time changes (this coming weekend) and the nights draw in, we are reminded of
the need to be vigilant about road safety and the potential for children and young people to fall into harm’s
way. There are some public safety announcements and road safety information pieces below on this
matter.
Continuing with avoiding harm, there’s not much likelihood of organised irework displays in the area this
year because of restrictions. We are concerned that the absence of organised displays may mean that some
young people might experiment with ireworks and hurt themselves. Please make sure you know where
your children are and what they are doing if they are out with friends in the longer dark evenings ahead.
Black Lives Matter and Black History Month update: following on from correspondence with former
students last term about reshaping the curriculum to include a better understanding of the evils of
colonialisation, apartheid and modern day micro-aggressions (to name only a small number of key
elements), we are reporting that the school library opened up a range of resources which have been tapped
into by tutors and students (https://sites.google.com/rmays.com/robertmayslibrary/home). Students have
given enthusiastic reports of the recommended books and uptake has been high. In History, Year 10
students have been learning about the Exodusters and their movement to Kansas in 1879 as they led from
the prejudice and discrimination that still existed in the Southern States of the USA after slavery had been
abolished. This enabled further discussions about engrained racist attitudes and the ongoing struggle for
equality. In addition, Year 7 students are working through a PSHCEE unit about diversity and inclusion in
Britain today. Our curriculum content review is now underway and Mr Symonds-Keates is leading on this.
We will report progress on this as the year progresses. In addition to all this, we would like to thank the
parent who sent in further Diversity discussion resources from Reading University which have been shared
with teachers and students.
Poppies: we will be planning to have a socially distanced and remote streaming of a wreath laying
ceremony and Act of Remembrance on Armistice Day at 11.00am. The Royal British Legion has given us a
box of poppies for each year group. Please would you consider supporting the Royal British Legion by
allowing your child to bring in any cash donations for this wonderful organisation that supports former
and current services families. Collections will start, by year group, in school, on 2nd November.
Finally, in all honesty, I did not dare to think that we would get this far through the term without some kind
of major Covid-related issue and perhaps having to accept some kind of temporary closure. So the fact that
we have been able to stay open continuously is, once again, down to everyone playing their part in being
careful: watching out for symptoms, arranging for tests, self-isolating and thinking always about others’
safety. Thank you to everyone who has shouldered any kind of responsibility in this- whether it has been
checking that your child has their own face covering, looking after an isolated child, taking care to keep
the household away from risks and threats as a matter of course, or travelling further than you could wish
to obtain a test. All of this has helped, hugely.
Everyone here at RMS wishes you and your families a safe, peaceful and enjoyable break. We look forward
to seeing your children again, if they are completely well, on Monday 2nd November, rested and refreshed,
ready to continue enjoying their learning.
Joanna C West
Headteacher

Hampshire County Council has asked us to share the following important public health message with you
all:
Coronavirus infections are continuing to rise, and Hampshire is on ‘Medium’ COVID alert level.
We need your help to stop the spread of the virus, so please continue following national public health guidance
this half term.
Remember ‘hands, face, space’ and the Rule of 6: which means no large gatherings indoors or outdoors.
Let’s all work together to Keep Hampshire Safe.

YEAR 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
Applying for a place in Year 7, September 2021: if you happen to know of parents and carers of
Year 6 students, please ask them to visit the school website www.rmays.org where they can ind a
link to a host of new information, videos and photos of the school to help individuals and their
children familiarise themselves with the school and how we work. We’ve called it our ‘Virtual
Open Evening’ (underneath the “Join Us” tab). We hope that families will ind this informative and
helpful in supporting this year's Admissions process. The deadline for online application forms
is 31st October. Details about applying can be obtained from your child’s Junior School or you can
visit the Hampshire Schools’ website:
Applying for a secondary school place September 2021

STUDENT SAFETY AND DARK NIGHTS
On Saturday night we will be setting the clocks back an hour and summer time ends. Road traf ic collisions
increase by 20% in the fortnight after the time change. Sadly, some of those collisions will involve child
pedestrians and cyclists. Children under-16 are one of the most vulnerable groups of road users.
The latest available government statistics (2015)* show that 58% of children who die or are seriously
injured in a road collision are involved in incidents between 3.00 - 7.00pm. From next Sunday, much of
those will happen in darkness.
Whilst younger children are at risk, the data shows that 11-15 year olds are actually at more at
risk from accidents that kill or result in serious injury.

The resources below will help remind children, especially teenagers, about road safety and safe cycling.
● Teaching Road Safety: A Guide for Parents
https://www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-safety/teaching-road-safety-a-guide-for-parents.p
df
● Safety First – Cycling at Night
https://www.cycletraining.co.uk/cycle-training-and-cycle-safety/safety- irst-cycling-at-night/
● Teaching road safety: guide for educators
https://www.brake.org.uk/assets/docs/Teachroadsafetyguide-Sept14.pdf
● Road safety teaching resources for children https://www.think.gov.uk/education-resources/
● Be Bright, Be Seen Poster
https://6282.s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/Be_Bright_Be_Seen-A5-Flyer.pdf
● Keeping children safe during lockdown and beyond - Parents’ pack
https://www.capt.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=44e36e43-bd5e-4dd0-acae-e040f37fe2ef
● *Facts on Child Casualties (June 2015)
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/ il
e/442236/child-casualties-2013-data.pdf
COVID REMINDERS:
● Please do not send your child to school if they have one or more of the Covid symptoms:
(high temperature, continuous new cough, loss of, or change in smell/taste). Keep your child at
home. Please arrange for a Covid-19 test straight away:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-y
ou-have-coronavirus/ Alternatively use this link: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or call
119 if you are not able to use the internet.
● Quarantining from foreign travel: please check carefully the latest arrangements for people
travelling back to the UK from abroad: do not send your child into school if they have returned
recently from a quarantine-listed country.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-yo
u-travel-to-the-uk/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk.
Please
note, there are exemptions for HM Forces families returning from exercises/deployments. Please
see:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-travellers-exempt-from-uk-b
order-rules/coronavirus-covid-19-travellers-exempt-from-uk-border-rules#defence-personnel-visi
ting-forces-and-government-contractors
Covid-19 infections: de initions of contact:
For information about the de initions that contact tracers use, please see this link:
Guidance for contacts of people with con irmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection who do not live with the
person

YEAR 7 - CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL 2020
We are supporting the appeal run by FSCI for the children in South East Europe who are inding life so hard
at the moment. The link below includes the letter sent to Year 7 families on 25th September and also
includes instructions and a list of suitable / less suitable items for packing. Please send boxes into
school by Wednesday 4th November. Thank you so much for helping us support this charity.
Christmas Shoe Box Appeal 2020
Mrs K Wing ield
Head of PSHE/Citizenship

CAREERS
Information regarding College Applications
Over the coming weeks, Year 11s will be applying for their post-16 courses. Students have received
information about what to put in the part of the application where they are asked for ‘predicted grades’. We
are using target grades which can be found on the latest review. Students should put a grade that is between
the National and RMS grade.
In this example, it would be sensible to put a grade 4 down as the target grade. If asked for different
subjects, you can vary slightly depending on whether it is a strong or weak subject but for this student, the
average should be a 4.

The timetable for applications is different for each college (see table below). In general, colleges want
applications in before Christmas especially with courses that ill up quickly. The table below is a snapshot
of where we stand now but it is important to keep up to date by regularly viewing the college websites.

College

Applications
Deadline

Alton

Suggest before
Christmas

https://www.hsdc.ac.uk/apply/

BCOT

Suggest before
Christmas

https://www.bcot.ac.uk/information/how-to-apply/

Farnborough Early interview
6th Form
8/11/20.
Deadline
24/01/21

Other Info

Telephone
interviews in
December and
January

Application Link

https://farnborough.ac.uk/about-apply

FCOT

Suggest before
Xmas

https://www.farn-ct.ac.uk/useful-information/yourapplication/

Peter
Symonds

14/12/2020

Interviews from
October to
December

QMC

31/12/2020

You will receive
https://www.qmc.ac.uk/apply/application-process
noti ication of
application and
acceptance but not
everyone applying
will be
interviewed.

Sparsholt

Suggest before
Christmas

https://www.sparsholt.ac.uk/information/apply/

Yateley 6th
Form

04/12/2020

https://www.yateleysixthform.com/form

https://www.psc.ac.uk/#

If you would like the links to the front page of local college websites, they can be found on the RMS Careers
website along with other useful post-16 information.
http://www.rmays.org/students/careers/
The deadline for students to write their personal statements was the end of September. This was to allow
tutors to read through the statements before students send them off to colleges. Year 11s were given time
in PSHEE to complete their personal statements but if they are not complete, they should speak to their
tutor about reviewing it when they are completed. These statements are key to applying to colleges as they
tell the colleges about students’ strengths, interests and aspirations.
The interview process is different this year to it around Covid guidance. Most colleges will be running
telephone interviews between November and January. Once you have applied, you will be given the
timetable and further information about the rest of the application process.
Mr Peake
Post-16 Pathways Leader

CATERLINK
We have had a number of queries regarding the daily canteen limit. To con irm, the standard daily limit has
been set at £5 per child per day, this means that your child can purchase up to this amount daily. If you feel
that your child would bene it from a higher daily allowance, then please email caterlink@rmays.com and
they will be able to set the limit that you require.
For those parents whose children receive Free School Meals, the allowance is set by the Local Authority
and is currently £2.30. Should your child wish to purchase above this limit, please ensure you top up your
childs' SCOPAY account or alternatively your child can top up using the school's 'top up' machine located
in the school's dining hall.
Menu. Below is the link to the NEW menu for next week.
Next week our Catering Providers are on Week 3.
Secondary Meal Menu (October 2020)
EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS
Maths Clinic
If a student would like some help with their maths homework or would like to ask for a bit of help with
something they are doing in class please do encourage them to come along as follows:
Monday after school: 2.30 - 3.30pm
Year 10: in M5
Thursday after school: 2.30 - 3.30pm
Year 7: in M3
Year 8 in M8
Year 9 in M6
Mrs Joyner, KS3 Maths Coordinator

PE Clubs
Separate changing rooms will be used for each year group allowing for mixed year groupings on the same
evening.
Monday

Changing
Room

Staff

Tuesday

Changing
Room

Staff

Wednesda
y

Changing
Room

Staff

Thursday

Changing
Room

Staff

Football
Yr 7 Boys

Sports Hall

TH

Football
Yr 9 Boys

Sports Hall
1

RW

Football
Yr 8 Boys

Sports Hall

RW

Football
Yr 10+11
Boys

Sports Hall

TH/MG

Football
Yr 7 Girls

Sports Hall
2

AEL

Netball
Yr8 Girls

Gym 1

GT

Football
Yr 8 Girls

Sports Hall
2

AEL

Football
Yr 10 Girls

Sports Hall
2

TH/MG

Netball
Yr 9

Gym 1

KK

GCSE
Revision

N/a

MG/
AEL/
GA/
RW

Netball
Yr 10

Gym 1

GA

Netball
Yr7

Gym 1

KK/GT

Badminton
Yr 8 Boys

Sports Hall

MG

Badminton
Yr 9/10/11
Boys

Sportshall

GT

Badminton
Yr 7 Boys

Sports Hall

GA

Badminton
Yr 8 Girls

Gym 2

MG

Badminton
Yr 9 Girls

Sports Hall
1

GT

Badminton
Yr 7 Girls

Sportshall 1

GA

TT
Yr 10+11
Boys

Sportshall

SF

Netball
Yr 11

Gym 2

GA

Football Yr
11 Girls

Gym 2

TH/MG

TT
Yr 7 Boys

Gym

TH

TT Yr 8 &
9 Boys

Gym

RW

Performing Arts Extra Curricular Activities
Each year group will have the chance to rehearse and perform songs and scenes from well known musicals.
If this is something your child is interested in please sign up here:Performing arts extra curricular sign up
sheet (there is a tab for each year group). It is really important your child is registered to secure their
place. Year 11 only- they have the option to come Week 1 or 2. Mr Hiscock will be putting together a year
11 band (please watch this space). Please see Miss Thomas or Mrs Hills for more information.
Week 1: Performing Arts Extracurricular activities
Day

Year Group

Monday- Blue chair hall

Year 7

Tuesday- Blue chair hall

Year 11

Thursday- Blue chair hall

Year 8

Week 2: Performing Arts Extra curricular activities
Day

Year Group

Monday- Blue chair hall

Year 11

Tuesday- Blue chair hall

Year 10

Wednesday- Blue chair hall

Year 9

If you are interested please see Miss Thomas or Mrs Hills.

YEAR 11 REVISION AND INTERVENTION TIMETABLE 2020/2021
Please ind an UPDATED Year 11 Revision and Intervention Timetable:
Year 11 Revision and Intervention Timetable 2020/2021

FREE SCHOOL MEALS SUPERMARKET VOUCHERS DURING OCTOBER HALF TERM
Parents/Carers of our eligible FSM students will receive two messages by email or text which can be
redeemed at a selection of supermarkets:
● the irst message will request parents to select the supermarket of their choice
● the second message with the supermarket voucher.
Please note, if you have completed your supermarket selection before 1.00pm (Monday to Thursday ), you
will receive the second message the same day (between 4.00-10.00pm) with the supermarket voucher.
Otherwise, you will receive the second message with the supermarket voucher the following working day
between 4.00-10.00pm.
The Voucher is valued at £15 per student for the week.

Katie Truesdale
Chief Financial Of icer
LIBRARY NEWS
Student Timetable for Library Use
Please remind your child that they can use the Library at the following times - It has been updated this
week to include before school slots.
Day

Before School First Break

Second Break

After School

Monday

Year 7

Year 10

Year 11

Year 7 & 8

Tuesday

Year 8

Year 8

Year 9

Year 11

Wednesday

Year 9

Year 11

Year 10

Year 11

Thursday

Year 10

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9 & 10

Friday

Year 11

Year 9

Year 7

Closed

Many thanks,
Mrs Bennett

MEDICAL UPDATE
Flu jabs – Year 7 students
North Hampshire School Age Immunisation Team came into school on 2nd October to administer lu jabs to
Year 7 students, providing a parental consent form had been completed.
If your child missed this session and you would them to have a jab, please contact the NHS Immunisation
Team directly as soon as possible on 01252 335142/email:
SHFT.northeasthantsimmunisationteam@nhs.net to book this. These catch-up sessions will take place at
local health centres in Aldershot, Alton, Bordon, Fleet, Liss and Peters ield.
Please note, there will not be a catch-up session in school for this.
If you have any queries regarding these jabs please contact the Immunisation Team directly rather than
contacting the school.
Medication in School
We would like to remind you of our policy with regards to non-prescribed medication, which includes
painkillers such as paracetamol. These will not be held by the school, nor will we administer painkillers to
any student. If the irst aider covering the First Aid Room, is placed in a position of being aware that a
student wishes to take their own paracetamol, they will telephone a parent/carer to gain verbal permission
and check that the student has not taken any other paracetamol containing products within the preceding
4 hours. Details of this call, including the time of the call and who gives permission, will be recorded in the
First Aid Room log. A child under 16 years of age should never be given medicine containing aspirin unless
prescribed by a doctor. Please note, first aiders will not be able to contact parents/carers regarding
painkillers unless the student is able to provide the painkillers in the original packaging with clear expiry
date and dose information.
We do not encourage students to bring their own medication into school and would ask that you are aware
of what your child has in his/her school bag and keep any painkillers to a minimal amount. Please remind
your child that they are not to share any of their medication with anyone else.
SCIENCE REVISION RESOURCES
Science revision resources are available once again to purchase via SCOPAY.
● KS3 revision guides (*)
● KS4 combined science (*). However, there is now a single pack of combined science revision cards
which we are making available. If you have already bought the separate combined cards you do not
need to purchase these.
● KS4 separate science. (*)
(*) Please note that these books are unchanged; if you have previously ordered these you do not need to
reorder.
Scopay reports will be forwarded to the science department on a weekly basis and orders placed once the
minimum order value is reached. If you have not yet registered for online payments with Scopay please
email inance@rmays.com to request a link code for your child.

Please can students bring the relevant book to their lessons. This will help immensely as we have
only a few books available in the department and these need to be quarantined after every use to
protect everyone.
Mrs Beaumont
Senior Science Technician

VLE
If you or your child tries to log onto the school’s VLE and you are given a web page with a 404 page not
found error message this is due to the fact you are currently logged in with a personal Gmail account.
Attached are details about how you can log in.
Accessing VLE from home
RMS PTFA UNIFORM SERVICE
All new RMS logo uniform can be ordered online via our Uniform Shop. Our website is www.rmspta.co.uk
and our contact email is uniform@rmspta.co.uk.
Once an order is placed you will receive an email, usually within 2-3 school days, advising you that it is
ready for collection.
Special Arrangements Due to COVID 19
Due to the separation of year groups, we request that orders are collected at FIRST BREAK on the
following days and BY STUDENTS ONLY. We request that only one student per order come to collect
from our team, to ensure social distancing is maintained. We are situated between the DT block and the
Astroturf pitches.
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Year 11
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8
Year 7

Exchange/Refunds - An exchange/refund form must be fully completed and enclosed with any returned
items within 4 months of purchase. Items MUST be in original packaging, unworn (other than to try on)
with any tags and labels still attached. The form can be downloaded from our website.
GCSE PE Polo Shirts
For students that have ordered personalised GCSE PE polo shirts, these are now ready for collection from
the uniform containers on your allocated year group day.
Second Hand Uniform Donations
We are happy to receive donations of good quality pre-loved RMS logo uniform and PE kit (no skirts or
trousers please). These can be handed to us during our second hand sales or left by students on the desk
outside the Invictus Building and clearly labelled 'Second Hand Donation'. Please help us by donating
laundered items only.

Call for Help!
If you ordered and collected school uniform online during the summer, you may have met some of our
volunteers who were responsible for ensuring your child had everything they needed for the return to
school. All the orders are packed and processed by parent volunteers, which ensures that our service is
student focused and any pro its from our uniform sales are used by the school to enrich the students’
learning. In order to continue providing this unique service, we require additional volunteers.
If you would like to join our team and feel you can help weekday mornings for about an hour or, if you are
available on an ad-hoc basis, please email us at uniform@rmspta.co.uk for more information.
Thank you for your continued support.
RMS PTFA Uniform Service
RMS PTFA FUNDRAISING
Easyfundraising turns your everyday online shopping into FREE donations when you use easyfundraising
to shop with over 3,600 retailers such as Amazon, eBay, John Lewis, Argos, NEXT and Booking.com.
Our retailers then make a small donation to say ‘thank you’ and easyfundraising gives those free funds to
the cause.
Please register using this unique link – just search for 'Robert Mays PTA' and click ‘support us’ https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/robertmayspta-1582874283-755391685/?invite=4225V1&ref
erral-campaign=c2s
Plus, once you’ve signed up and raised £5 in donations, easyfundraising will give us an extra £5 donation.
There’s no catch or hidden charges and Robert May’s PTFA will be really grateful for your donations.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
RMS PLANNED TERM DATES: 2020-2021 (please note, these may be subject to change, depending
on Government advice)
Please do not attempt to come onto the school site without a previously arranged appointment.
Uninvited adults on the school site will be turned away.
As an academy, Robert May’s School does not need to follow Hampshire term-time dates. However, we know that several of
our students in each year have siblings in our neighbouring community feeder schools, and so to minimise disruption we
have done our best to try and match the local arrangement

Autumn Term 2020:
Half Term Break - 26th October 2020 - 30th October 2020
Wednesday 16th December 2020 - Last Day of Term
Spring Term 2021:
Monday 4th January 2021 - CPD Day - School closed to students
Tuesday 5th January 2021 - First Day of Term
Half Term Break - 15th February 2021 - 19th February 2021
Monday 22nd February 2021 - CPD Day - School closed to students
Wednesday 31st March 2021 - Last Day of Term

Summer Term 2021:
Monday 19th April 2021 - First Day of Term
Half Term Break - 31st May 2021 - 4th June 2021
Friday 25th June 2021 - CPD Day - School closed to students
Friday 23rd July 2021 - Last Day of Term

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

