Parent Bulletin
29th March 2019
Thought for the week:

Easter

Dear Families,
Thank you to all the Year 11 parents who are taking time out of their busy working lives to attend
individual progress interviews. It’s been really helpful for us to meet with and have direct conversations
with parents and students, and to take the opportunity to understand if any further help is needed, before
everyone rounds the final bend and thunders down the last straight to the finish line.
Some very complimentary things have been said about everyone’s work. We asked the students (who are
now experts in RMS, having been here for nearly 5 years) to summarise their time with us. Here are some
comments/feedback from students, for which we are truly grateful:
“The teachers are lovely. They really want to help you and this makes you feel more confident”
“Loved it. Don’t want to leave”
“It’s been very nice. Everyone gets on really well. Teachers work with students. Students help each other.”
“RMS is a place where people can be themselves but learn to the highest levels. You’re valued as a person.
You’re not just a number.”
And from a parent:
“Anything I have raised has been dealt with very efficiently. Students get on. It’s a good atmosphere”.
Judging from Miss Ellison’s feedback this morning, the Year 10 Ace Your Exams programme went well and
we would like to thank all the Year 10 parents for their strong engagement with the process during the
evening event too. The Hampshire Book Award launch went well, and today’s on-site Cyber Ambassador
training, which included students from other schools, also went smoothly. Well done to all students
involved in these activities.
Here are a couple of polite reminders:
PTA second hand uniform sale - Monday 1st April 2019 – 2.25pm to 3.25pm (last chance to buy a
pre-loved school polo shirt in time for Summer Term at £4)
Thursday 4th April 7pm - Spring Concert - All extra-curricular music clubs will be showcasing their
work. Please click here for tickets from the ticketsource website.
I hope the weather is kind to you this weekend,

Joanna C West

Notices and News:
STUDENT BELONGINGS
With the end of term approaching, please remind your child/children to bring their belongings home at the
end of next week. Items may be left in locked lockers but must not be left on top, next to or behind lockers
and should also not be left in classrooms or elsewhere on site.
Keeping the school clear of personal belongings over the break ensures items aren't moved and mislaid
and also helps our site team by enabling proper access to all areas while the school is empty of staff and
students.
Thank you
School Office
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
YEAR 8 MATHS ASSESSMENTS
Year 8 Maths assessments will take place after the Easter Break, rather than before as originally planned.
Mr Bibb
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
USE OF MOBILE PHONES IN SCHOOL
The following message was shared with all students by their tutors this week. Please help to support us in
operating a mobile phone free school during school hours by reminding your children of the consequences.
In the case if an emergency please use the school reception as the contact between student and home so
that adults in school can support you.
‘At Robert May’s School mobile phones are not to be used between 0825 and 1425. This rule is similar
to that of many other schools up and down the country. The rule exists because the main aim for being
in school is learning. We believe that if you are sending and receiving messages during your school
day, your focus is not on what you need to learn. We have also experienced a minority of students
deliberately misusing their phones to cause upset to others. The rule also exists to safeguard all
students from this sort of behaviour.
If you are seen using your mobile phone without having permission to do so, your teacher has a right
to confiscate it. You do not have the right to argue about the confiscation because everybody knows
the rule (it is published in the Home-School Agreement and in the School Behaviour Policy). If you
choose to argue about it you will not only have the phone confiscated but also have a further sanction
for rudeness, or defiance.
If your phone is confiscated, it will be locked in a safe in reception for the rest of the day. You can
collect it at the end of the day. On the third occasion that your phone is confiscated, your parents will
have to come into school to pick it up. Our suggestion is that you either turn off your phone at 0825 or
that you put it in flight mode for the day. This is a reasonable request, and this notice is our final
warning.
Leadership Team, March 2019

GCSE DRAMA REVISION SESSION SCHEDULE
Every Monday- Drop in session starting 25th March
Every Tuesday revision sessions (details below) starting 19th March
Week beginning...

Question/topic

18th March

4 mark question

25th March

6 Mark question

1st April

9 mark question

22nd April

12 mark question

29th April

14 mark question

6th May

Review 6 and 9 mark question

EXAM - 17th May 2019
Miss Thomas
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PTA UNIFORM SERVICE – REQUEST FOR VOLUNTEERS
The Uniform Service is run by a team of parent volunteers and we are looking for additional help!
If you are available to come to school on a regular weekday, to help hand out uniform orders during first
break, we would be delighted to hear from you and invite you to come and see how we work.
 e are also looking for helpers who may available on an ad-hoc basis. This would be to help during busy
W
periods including our New Intake events. Any time you can give would be very much appreciated and we
would love to hear from you.
Our volunteers work in teams, in a very friendly atmosphere and help to raise much needed funds for the
school. If you would like to get involved, please get in touch with us by emailing us at
uniform@rmspta.co.uk.
If you have previously offered your help and are still available, please email us again. We are a new team
and your previous offer of help, although greatly appreciated, may have slipped through the net.
Thank you!
RMS PTA UNIFORM SERVICE

BUS PASSES
Please note the following messages regarding the Hampshire school buses and our Late Bus Service:
Hampshire Bus Passes (not the late bus service)
Students must have their bus pass with them to guarantee travel on the school buses. Bus companies have
the right to check student bus passes and may refuse travel if a valid bus pass cannot be shown. To avoid
unnecessary upset and the inconvenience of having to come to school to collect your child please ensure
they have their Hampshire bus pass with them every time they travel. If your child has lost their pass,
please phone the Hampshire Passenger Transport Group on 01962 846924 to purchase a replacement.
Late Bus Passes
Please remind any students using the Late Bus Service that they must keep their late bus pass safe.
Students losing their late bus pass may purchase a replacement, or use the phone at reception to arrange
alternative transport home.
Thank you
School Office
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FREE LATE BUS PASSES FOR YEAR 11 REVISION SESSIONS
Effective Monday 11th March, Year 11 students attending revision classes will be eligible for a free late bus
pass if they wish to take the late bus home that day.
Registers will be taken by the teachers, during revision classes, in order for the School Office to identify
students eligible for a free pass. It is the student's responsibility to ensure they are registered by the
teacher during the revision class. If a student is not on a revision register they will not be given a free late
bus pass but will be able to purchase one as usual. If you have a Year 11 student who would like to benefit
from free late bus passes, please ensure they are aware of this.
Free late bus passes must be collected from reception, by the Year 11 student, after the second revision
session has finished at at 3:30pm. They will not be available at break times, unless they wish to purchase a
late bus pass for the usual £2.
Please be aware that seats on our late buses are limited and so free late bus passes are subject to
availability.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
MUSIC DEPARTMENT IMPORTANT DATES
Thursday 4th April 7pm - Spring Concert - All extra-curricular music clubs will be showcasing their
work. Please click here for tickets from the ticketsource website.

Hampshire Music Service
From 12 - 16 August 2019, children from age 12 to 18 will be able to take part in a musical theatre course
to be held at Wildern School, Hedge End, near Southampton, run by the Hampshire Music Service. For
more information, follow this link:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/hampshiremusic/news/12aug-get-musical
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
HOOK TO ROBERT MAYS SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORT
Please note that Hampshire County Council’s drop-in exhibition planned for Tuesday 26 March
(Community Centre 4 - 7 pm) regarding the proposal to create a walking route to Robert May’s
School is POSTPONED.
The event will now be rescheduled after the local elections on the 2nd May. Parents will be made aware of
the rescheduled date well in advance to provide the opportunity to study the plans and to ask questions of
the Council Officers.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SCHOOL UNIFORM:- GREEN AND BLACK SUMMER POLOS – PLEASE ORDER NOW
After Easter students can wear green summer polo shirts (or black polo shirts in year 11). We kindly
request you place your orders for these now to help our volunteers process the high volume of orders
expected. Please place all your orders online at www.rmspta.co.uk . When you have received notification
that the order is ready, the polos can be collected by students from the RMS PTA uniform office at morning
break time.
Thank you,
RMS PTA UNIFORM SERVICE
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE REMINDER
We have already had several students with offers of work experience placements for the last week of the
summer term. This is a reminder for students to get a placement arranged as early as possible.
If your child is being offered a placement, or is going for an interview, please make sure they direct the
employer to the Work Experience page, under the Curriculum menu option, on our website. Employers
need to complete the RMS Work Experience Placement Agreement Form to enable us to complete our
placement processing. This page also contains links to instructions and other useful information.
Thank you
Mrs L Ashford, Work Experience Coordinator

PE CLUBS WEEK BEGINNING 1ST APRIL
Day

Club

Running

Monday

Badminton (All Years)
Rugby
Trampolining Club (Invite only)
Hockey Club (7, 10, 11)
Girls Football (all years)
Table Tennis (all years)

No
No
No
No
No
No
Because of Interform

Tuesday

Fitness
Girls Basketball (Y7, 8, 9)
Rugby (9,10,11)
Football (9,10,11)

Yes
Yes
No
Yes

Wednesday

Year 7 Netball Club
Hockey Club (8, 9)
Running (all years)
Boys Basketball (7,8)
PE Revision (11)

No
No
No
No
No
Because of Interform

Thursday

Boys Hockey (All Years)
Netball (8, 9, 10 & 11)
Girls Basketball (10 & 11)
Boys Basketball (9, 10 & 11)
Boys Football (7 & 8)

Yes
No
Yes
No
No
Because of GCSE
Moderation day

Friday

GCSE Theory Clinic (Y10 & 11)

Yes

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CONTACTING THE SCHOOL
Between 8.25am and 2.25pm our teachers and tutors are teaching. If you need to get in contact over an
academic or pastoral issue directly related to your child, the best way to begin is to email info@rmays.com
and make sure that the name of the teacher you wish to contact is in the message heading. We hope you
will appreciate that teachers will not be able to respond during the working school day, but they will do
their best to respond as soon as they can, once students have left the site and any relevant meetings and
training sessions have taken place.
We will not tolerate rudeness, threats or aggression of any kind. The school has powers to bar adults, who
behave unacceptably, from the site. All staff working at the school have the right to work in a safe and
positive environment. They are expected to be good role models for our students. The same is expected of
visiting parents.
From time to time, and, thankfully, rarely, we might receive an aggressive email. This will be quarantined
automatically by our system and sent back to the writer for re-wording. All staff have been directed not to
answer emails between 5pm and 8am on weekdays, during weekends or designated holidays. This is in

compliance with the government initiative to reduce teachers’ workload and also to allow people to
exercise their right to a family life.
Thank you for respecting our approach to direct and online communications.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SCIENCE REVISION GUIDES FOR ALL YEAR 9, 10 AND 11 SCIENTISTS
Please find below the closing dates for orders for each half term, either online via Scopay or order slip.
Orders will be placed soon after the closing date and should be available for collection the following week.
Confirmation of which will be sent via In Touch!
Science Revision Resources Order Dates
Half Term

Closing
Date

5

13/5/19

6

8/7/19

CLUBS AND AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
Please see link below to see the most up to date list of our clubs and activities:
http://www.rmays.org/curriculum/extra-curricular/

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
4th April
5th April
23rd April

Spring Concert - Blue Chair Hall - 7.00pm - Please click here for tickets from the ticketsource
Website
Last day of term - usual finish time of 2.25pm
First Day of Summer Term

Please check the calendar on the school website for more information:
www.rmays.org/news/calendar/

PTA SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALES
We have a selection of pre-loved school shirts, blouses and jumpers for sale at bargain prices.
We are also happy to receive donations of unwanted uniform and PE kit. Simply hand it into the school
office in a bag labelled “2nd hand sales” Thank you, it all helps to boost much-needed school funds.

Second Hand Sale Dates:
Monday 1st April 2019 – 2.25pm to 3.25pm (last chance to buy a pre-loved school polo shirt in time
for Summer Term at £4)
Monday 29th April 2019 -2.25pm to 3.25pm
After that, the next sale will be in the Autumn Term. Dates to be confirmed
Location:

Find us in the green container near to the Astro pitches.

Cash or cheque only please, payable to RMS PTA. All profits go towards school funds.
Many thanks for your support,
PTA

COMMON RESOURCES TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING
In order to support with your child’s independent learning, we are sharing the most common resources
that each department use. You will see that many of the resources are accessible to students through
www.rmays.com. All students use their school email address as their login, along with their password. This
allows students to access their email account, along with subject drives within google as well as links to
some other useful resources.
Department

Resource

Login details

ENGLISH

Google Team Drive revision
folder (includes past papers,
free revision guides for each
English Literature text, a 21st
century English translation of
Macbeth, top tips for each
question etc.)

Accessible through www.rmays.com

GCSE Pod (excellent for English
Literature)

Accessible through a link once
logged on at www.rmays.com

e-Chalk (good for brushing up
on aspects of writing accuracy)

Accessible through a link once
logged on at www.rmays.com
(under library resources)

MyMaths
https://www.mymaths.co.uk/

Details on a sticker in student’s
planner.

MATHS

MathsWatch
Details on a sticker in student’s
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/v planner.
le/
Textbooks through Kerboodle
https://www.kerboodle.com/u
sers/login

As above

RMS Maths webpage - KS4
Accessible through www.rmays.com
currently. Accessible through
Scroll down once logged into VLE for
the main VLE page.
direct access
https://sites.google.com/rmays
.com/rmsmaths/home
SCIENCE

GCSE exam questions folder shared on Google drive with
students, and via team drive.

Log into their google drive and
search ‘Dovey’ under shared with
me.

Educake - www.educake.co.uk.

Your teacher should have given you
an opportunity to get a password
and username which you should
have written down.

www.focuselearning.co.uk

Username:student@robertmays286
1
Password: s5dn3rdbg

GCSE pod
Accessible through a link once
logged on at www.rmays.com
MFL

GEOGRAPHY

HISTORY

Memrise www.memrise.com

Click on ‘Log on with Google’

Quizlet www.quizlet.com

Click on ‘Log on with Google’

Duolingo - brilliant app

Set up your own account

Google Team Drive revision
folder.

Accessible through www.rmays.com

GCSEPod - will have syllabus
specific topics and is highly
recommended.

Accessible through a link once
logged on at www.rmays.com

BBC bitesize has many useful
resources including fieldwork
skills (specify EDUQAS in the
exam board section).

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize

Google Team Drive revision
folder (exam technique and
paper overviews)

Accessible through www.rmays.com

Google sites - site on Medieval
Accessible through www.rmays.com
Medicine and the Nazi Germany
unit (accessible via the VLE)
BBC bitesize learner guides
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize
/examspecs/zw4bv4j

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize

RE

Google Team Drive revision
folder (includes past exam
questions,revision guides for
each paper, exam technique
booklets, revision grids)

Accessible through www.rmays.com

COMPUTER
SCIENCE

GCSE Theory/Revision
VLE website
Course content, learning and
revision resources, past paper
questions/answers

Accessible through www.rmays.com

Teach-ICT (choose GCSE OCR
9-1 J276)

https://www.teach-ict.com/
username = rg291na
password = rms17

https://www.rlsmart.net/rweb.php?
item_id=17784209

Course content, learning and
revision resources, past paper
questions/answers
Seneca

https://www.senecalearning.com/

Course content, learning and
revision resources

Accessible through registration Choose OCR Computer Science

GetRevising

https://getrevising.co.uk/resources/
level/gcse/subjects/computing

Quizlet

https://quizlet.com/81392139/a45
1-ocr-gcse-computing-revision-flash
-cards/

Classtools

http://www.classtools.net/connect/
201805_AB5i3a

Years 7, 8, 9 Theory/Revision
ICT Workout

https://www.ictworkout.co.uk
username = rmays
password = input19

BBC Bitesize

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subj
ects/zvc9q6f

Years 9, 10, 11 Programming
Python

https://www.python.org/

Year 8 Programming
SmallBASIC

https://smallbasic-publicwebsite.az
urewebsites.net/

Year 7 Programming
Scratch

https://scratch.mit.edu/

Kodu

https://www.kodugamelab.com/

(Other resources shared by
individuals teachers via Google
Classroom)
MUSIC

Google revision folder

Accessible through www.rmays.com

MusicFirst.co.uk

All GCSE students have been issued
with their own login and password
via email

Design &
Technology
and
Engineering

http://technologystudent.com/

FOOD

Eduqas online revision via
Eduqas app on school VLE.
Revision generally shared
directly with students to their
inbox.

Accessible through www.rmays.com
Students have been issued
passwords.

DRAMA

Online Revision Guide
Pearson Active learn

In the front of their revision guides

PE

Quizlet www.quizlet.com

Log on with google

GCSE Bitesize
Particular link to exam
specifications:
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize
/examspecs/zxbg39q

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize

GCSE POD

Accessible through a link once
logged on at www.rmays.com

Kerboodle

Students given username +
passwords

All areas of both subjects are
dealt with including a new
revision app focussing on
processes.

Youtube
Subscribe
https://www.youtube.com/cha
nnel/UCEUYTmNTt6lQiJpPsWR
Ud6g

TIMINGS OF THE SCHOOL DAY
Please note: students will be allowed into tutor rooms from 8.15am.
Lesson

Start

End

AM Reg

8.25am

8.45am

1

8.45am

9.30am

2

9.30am

10.20am

Break (am)

10.20am 10.40am

3

10.40am 11.25am

4

11.25am 12.15pm

Break
(Lunch)

12.15pm 12.45pm

5

12.50pm

1.35pm

6

1.35pm

2.25pm

2018/2019 TERM DATES
Summer 2019
Tuesday 23rd April – Friday 19th July (Half term: 25th May – 2nd June)
Friday 28th June 2019: Whole Staff CPD Day
RMS CONFIRMED TERM DATES: 2019-2020
Autumn Term 2019:
Wed 4 Sept 2019- CPD Day
Thurs 5 Sept - Yrs 11 and 7 start
Fri 6 Sept- Whole school in. Half Term break: 28 Oct- 1 Nov
CPD Day: Monday 4th November
Last day of term: Wed 18th Dec (HCC finishes on 20 Dec)
Spring Term 2020:
Monday 6th Jan- first day back for all
CPD day: Friday 14th Feb
Half term break: 17-21 Feb
Fri 3rd April- last day of term
Summer Term 2020
Monday 20th April- CPD Day
Tuesday 21st April -first day back for all
Half term break- 25-29 May
Friday June 26th CPD Day
Friday 17th July -last day of term (HCC finishes on 22 July)

Please be aware that as an academy, Robert May’s School does not need to follow Hampshire term-time dates. However, we
know that several of our students in each year have siblings in our neighbouring community feeder schools, and so to minimise
disruption we have done our best to try and match the local arrangements.

DISCOUNTED READING FC TICKETS + FANTASTIC PRIZES TO BE WON!
Robert May’s School are delighted to announce that we have teamed up with Reading Football Club and
signed up to their School and Grassroots Ticketing Scheme. We are giving you the opportunity to purchase
discounted tickets for the following fixtures
Reading FC v Brentford on Saturday 13th April 3pm Kick Off.
The Reading FC School and Grassroots Ticketing Scheme also allows our School to raise much needed
funds, as for every ticket you purchase, a percentage of the ticket is donated back to the school from
Reading Football Club.
If our School/Club is successful, then we have the opportunity of winning some of the following prizes:
·
Meet the first team players
·
Play on the Madejski Stadium pitch
·
Bonus towards our funding
·
Free Family Tickets
·
Signed items and much more!
How to Book
·
Reading FC sell 4 home league fixtures at a time throughout the season, and anyone wishing to
book should check on sale dates via www.readingfc.co.uk
·
Once one of our chosen fixtures are on sale, phone the Ticket Office on 0118 968 1313 and
quote Robert May’s School.
·
Tickets must be booked by the chosen deadline for each fixture. This is 3pm on the Thursday
before a weekend fixture, or 3pm on a Friday before a Tuesday night fixture. After this time,
discounted tickets will not be available through the scheme.
·
Tickets are only available in the Eamonn Dolan Stand including the family Area.
·
Each booking must have at least one child as part of the booking.
·
Madejski Stadium ground regulations and ticketing Terms and Conditions also apply, please
visit www.readingfc.co.uk
Prices:
Age Band

Ticket Price

Amount Raised for your
group

Adult

£15

£5

65 and over

£10

£4

18-24

£8

£3

17 and under

£5

£2

12 and under

£2

50p

FACILITY HIRE AT ROBERT MAY’S SCHOOL
From 1st September 2018
LETTINGS CHARGES

2018/19

Ex VAT

STANDARD RATES

UNDER 18 RATES

SPORTS HALL

£45.00

£22.50

MAIN HALL

£33.00

£16.00

DINING HALL***

£26.00

£13.50

GYM

£31.50

£16.00

LIBRARY***

£21.50

£10.75

DRAMA STUDIO

£21.50

£10.75

CLASSROOM

£15.00

£9.50

CLASSROOM in new building***

tbc

MEETING ROOM***

tbc

IT SUITE

£30.00 +vat

FOOD TECH ROOM

£30.00 +vat

FIELD / TRAINING

£21.00

£10.50

TENNIS COURT / HARD COURT

£7.00

NETBALL / HARD COURT

£15.00

ATP CHARGES

2018/19
STANDARD RATES

UNDER 18 RATES

one third

£40.00

£35.00

two thirds

£57.00

£46.50

Whole

£74.00

£63.00

one third

£31.50

£21.50

two thirds

£46.75

£36.75

Whole

£62.00

£52.00

Whole

£40.00

£35.00

Single netball court

£20.00

£15.00

Whole

£31.50

£21.50

Single netball court

£18.00

£13.00

Weekday evenings

Weekends

MUGA
Weekday evenings

Weekends

*** Fees to be reviewed following opening of new facilities

Please ask us about introductory rates for using Invictus building for conferences and meetings
during weekends and school holidays!

